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FACULTY
BULLETIN
Superior General & Auxiliary Bishop To 
Be Honored At 117th Commencement
Brother Basterrechea Bishop O’Connor
The Superior General of the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools and the Auxiliary Bishop of 
the Military Vicariate of the United States will 
be honored at La Salle College’s 117th 
commencement at 3:00 P.M. on Sunday, May 
11, at Philadelphia’s Civic Center-Convention 
Hall.
Receiving honorary doctorate of laws de­
grees will be Brother Pablo Basterrechea, 
F.S.C., Ph.D., the 24th superior general of the 
Christian Brothers, and the Most Rev. John J. 
O’Connor, D.D., the Auxiliary to the U.S. Mili­
tary Vicar, Terence Cardinal Cooke.
Brother Basterrechea will be sponsored by 
Brother Charles Henry Buttimer, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
a member of the college’s Board of Trustees 
and Brother Pablo’s immediate predecessor 
who was the first non-French Brother to head 
the Institute. Bishop O’Connor’s sponsor will 
be Francis J. Braceland, M.D., ’26, who recently 
retired as member of the college’s Board of 
Trustees.
Brother President Patrick Ellis, F.S.C., Ph.D. 
will confer bachlor’s degrees on 707 men and 
women including 182 Evening Division stu­
dents. Approximately 112 men and women will
receive master’s degrees in business adminis­
tration and 30 students will receive master’s 
degrees in religion.
Brother Basterrechea, a native of Santander 
in northern Spain, was elected Superior 
General on June 3, 1976. A specialist in 
catechetics and history, he had served as Vicar 
General of the Christian Brothers for the pre­
vious ten years. Prior to that he had held a 
number of teaching and administrative posts in 
the district of Bilbao, Spain. Brother Pablo 
speaks four languages—Spanish, French, Eng­
lish, and Italian.
Bishop O’Connor, a graduate of Philadel­
phia’s St. Charles Seminary served as a U.S. 
Navy chaplain from 1952 to 1979 in a variety of 
Navy and U.S. Marine Corps assignments at 
sea, overseas, in the United States, and in 
combat. Prior to being ordained a Bishop last 
May by Pope John Paul II, he served for some 
four years as Chief of Chaplains. Bishop 
O’Connor has been awarded a number of 
military decorations including the Distinguish­
ed Service Medal. He has earned master’s 
degrees in clinical psychology and advanced 
ethics and a doctorate in political science.
La Salle’s annual Baccalaureate Mass will be 
held at 3:00 P.M. on Saturday, May 10, at the 
Cathedral Basilica of SS Peter and Paul, 18th 
St. and Benjamin Franklin Parkway. Vesting 
will be at 2:15 P.M. with the start of the 
procession slated for 2:40 P.M.
The Faculty-Senior Reception will be held on 
campus from 5:30 to 7:30 P.M. on Saturday, 
May 10. Tickets are necessary for this event 
and must be obtained before May 6.
Commissioning ceremonies for 17 men and 
women of La Salle’s U.S. Army Reserve 
Officers Training Corps (ROTC) will be held at 
10:30 A.M. on May 10 in the College Union 
Ballroom on campus.
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Silver Anniversaries
Eleven members of La Salle’s faculty and 
staff are celebrating 25 years-of-service to 
the college during the 1970-80 academic 
year.
They are: Dr. Max Barth, professor, 
chemistry; Dr. Victor D. Brooks, evening 
division psychology; Dr. John F. Connors, 
professor, sociology and social work; 
Francis X. Donohoe, evening division 
English; John M. Dronson, evening division 
economics, and Mrs. Anne C. Hughes, 
office manager, alumni.
Also: Raymond Ksiazek, assistant 
professor, biology; L. Thomas Reifsteck, 
director, career planning and placement; 
Walter Van Stan, Jr., evening division 
economics; Brother Edward Davis, F.S.C., 
Ph.D., associate professor, religion, and 
John  F. M a llo y , e ve n ing  d iv is io n  
philosophy.
An historic occasion of academic significance 
to the college occurred recently when these 
four members of the Education Department 
completed their Ed.D. requirements during the 
fall semester (from left): Drs. Preston Feden, 
Marilyn Lambert, department chairperson; 
Maria Theresa McCormick, and Robert Vogel.
The Educational Milieu of Values Education Programs
By Diane Ravitch
(This is reprinted with permission from the National Humanities Center Newsletter, winter 1979-80, 
at the request of Brother Emery C. Mollenhauer, F.S.C., Ph.D., provost.)
During the 1930’s and 1940’s, an adulterated version of John 
Dewey’s educational philosophy became the reigning dogma of the 
education profession. Why this was so is less easy to ascertain than the 
fact that it was so. Perhaps it was because Dewey was the only first-rate 
philosopher who took a deep interest in elementary and secondary 
education; perhaps it was because Dewey’s ideas were quickly and 
easily adapted to meet the problems of the public schools during a 
period of unprecedented expansion; perhaps it was because his ideas 
were like the proverbial “witches’ mirror,” reflecting whatever the viewer 
sought in them; or perhaps it was because Dewey’s ideas were 
particularly suited for the transformation of the public school from an 
institution that was academically-oriented into one that was supposed 
to be a community social service center.
Whatever the reason, Deweyan ideas gained wide currency within 
the education profession and became the conventional wisdom, to be 
found in one form or another in professional publications, whether 
issued from schools of education, professional organizations, state 
departments of education, or the United States Office of Education. The 
conventional wisdom, however, was not always wise; indeed, in its 
extreme manifestations, it was Deweyan insights carried to logical 
absurdity.
From Dewey came the idea that students learn by doing, that 
experience and activity are good teaching methods. Some of his 
followers turned this dictum into a form of anti-intellectualism that 
glorified “doing” projects and demeaned “ merely” intellectual activities 
as too “bookish,” too passive.
From Dewey came the dictum that schools should meet the need of 
the whole child. While Dewey hoped to correct an undue emphasis on 
academic subjects and a neglect of the child’s social and emotional 
problems, his followers understood this to mean that academic subjects 
were of no more importance in school than other student needs, be they 
social, emotional, recreational, vocational, or otherwise. The 
champions of “the whole child” generally believed that academic 
learning was a good deal less important than almost any other need of 
the child. In cataloguing children’s felt needs, educators tended to  treat 
all needs as of equal value and to become relativists in their sense of 
their own responsibilities. Who was to say that little Johnny needed 
mathematics more than he needed instruction in social dynamics?
Then there was Dewey’s structure that education was not just a 
preparation for life, but was a life itself for children. This rather sensible
Continued on page 4
The first annual Roland Holroyd Lecture, 
honoring the college’s distinguished biology 
professor emeritus (second from left) was 
sponsored on campus by the B io logy  
Department and Alumni Medical Society on 
April 11. Here Brother President Patrick Ellis, 
F.S.C., Ph.D., congratulates Dr. John Penny 
(center), the recently-retired professor who 
received an award for 29 years of dedication to 
his profession. Dr. Edward Stemmier (right), 
dean of the University of Pennsylvania Medical 
School, delivered the initial lecture of the 
series, “ The Changing Medical Scene.” He was 
introduced by fellow alumnus Dr. John J. 
Helwig (left).
Recent Faculty & Staff Activities, Appearances, & Publications
Conferences Attended:
Dallery, Dr. Arleen B., associate professor, 
philosophy, attended the American Philosoph­
ical Association Meetings, December 27-30 in 
New York City.
Fallon, Dr. Robert T., professor, English, 
attended the CEMERS Conference on “Rome 
and the Reniassance: The City and the Myth,” 
at SUNY - Binghamton last October. Dr. Fallon 
also attended the MLA Conference in San 
Francisco in December and the NEMLA 
Conference held at Southeastern Mass­
achusetts University in March.
Langenberg, Dr. Pat, assistant professor, 
mathematical sciences, attended the Eastern 
Section meeting of the American Statistical 
Association in Charleston, S.C. in March and 
the Conference on Applied Statistics at Villa- 
nova last December.
Schreiner, Dr. Frank J., associate professor, 
psychology and director, Counseling Center, 
attended the Northeastern Counseling Center 
Directors meeting at Kingfield, Maine in March.
Offices Attained:
McCarthy, Dr. Thomas N., Vice-President for 
Student Affairs, has been elected President of 
the Gundaker Foundation, a non-profit corp­
oration of Rotary International District 745. The 
Gundaker Foundation provides graduate 
fellowships for study abroad, fellowships and 
grants-in-aid to foreign students studying in 
the Philadelphia area, an international ex­
change program for high school students, and 
grants for disaster aid and special community 
projects through foreign and domestic Rotary 
Clubs.
Polek, Robert F., lecturer, chemistry, will be 
serving the Philadelphia Section, American 
Chemical Society, as Chairman of the Environ­
mental Control and Safety Committee for 1980.
Grants:
Fallon, Dr. Robert T., professor, English, has 
been awarded a Grant-in-Aid from the Ameri­
can Council of Learned Societies to defray the 
cost of preparing the manuscript of his book 
on John Milton.
Simon, Barbara Levy, instructor, sociology, 
will with the help of the La Salle College 
Summer Grant, complete her Ph.D. disserta­
tion: “Social Movements and Organizational 
Transformation: Rape as a Case Study.”
Boyll, Dr. Suzanne, counseling psychologist, 
successfully defended her dissertation “Sex 
Role Category and Sex Role Bias in Counsel­
ing Students’ Responses to a Female Coached 
Client” on March 3, 1980 at Indiana State 
University .The degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
will be conferred on May 10, 1980.
Ellis, Brother Patrick, F.S.C., Ph.D., President 
and professor, English, has been named to the 
Board of Directors of the Association of Catho­
lic Colleges and Universities.
Fallon, Dr. Robert T., professor, English, has 
been elected chairman of the Seventeenth 
Century Werature Session, NEMLA, Montreal. 
1981.
Hennessy, Dr. Arthur L., associate professor, 
history, has been named Chairman of The 
Board of Supervisors (Mayor) of Upper South­
hampton, Pa.
Hoersch, Dr. Alice L., assistant professor, 
geology, has been elected secretary-treasurer 
of the Philadelphia Geological Society for the 
1980 year.
Books Published:
Schofield, Dr. Mary Anne, assistant professor, 
English, has signed a contract with G.K. Hall 
and Company to write a critical study of Eliza 
Haywood for their Twayne English Author 
Series, to be published in the spring of 1981.
Workshops
Conducted:
Dallery, Dr. Arleen B., associate professor, 
philosophy, lead a workshop on Facing Death 
and Dying at SUNY/Stone Brook on April 19.
Schreiner, Dr. Frank J., associate professor, 
psychology, and director, Counseling Center, 
conducted a workshop at Melrose Academy 
Elementary School on March 6 on the topic 
“ Behavior Modification, Effective Communica­
tion and the Parent as the Catalyst of Change.”
Simon, Barbara Levy, instructor, sociology, 
will chair a workshop on “Women and Work in
the Third World,” at the U.S. Department of 
Labor, Region III conference on Women and 
Work on May 10.
Vogel, Dr. Robert M., instructor, education, 
conducted a two-day “ Leadership training” 
workshop for the training staff of Big Brothers/ 
Sisters of America in Louisville Kentucky in 
January. Dr. Vogel, along with Marcia 
Telthorster, assistant director of resident life, 
presented a workshop entitled “Adventure 
Training for Resident Assistants” at the Mid 
Atlantic Association of College and University 
Housing Officers held at the University of 
Maryland on January 18. They also presented a 
similar workshop at the “Conference on Stu­
dent Developm ent at the U n ive rs ity  of 
Connecticut in February.
Guest Appearances:
Buch, Dr. Joshua, associate professor, finance, 
delivered a paper, “ Linking Schools of Arts and 
Business Through International Studies,” to 
the International Studies Association Conven­
tion in March. Dr. Buch also served as an 
alternate member on an H.E.W. panel review­
ing grant applications for International Studies 
programs and on the Advisory Committee that 
organzies a conference on “The Role of Cul­
tural and Ethnic Diversity in the International 
City” to be held in May in Philadelphia.
Dallery, Dr. Arleen B., associate professor, 
philosophy, presented the following papers: 
“ Professions: Our Servants or Masters?” , as 
part of the Concert and Lecture Series here in 
February; “Professional Loyalties,” to the Phil­
osophy Department at Villanova University. Dr. 
Dallery was a participant in a Conference on 
Death and Dying in the Acute Care Hospital, 
sponsored by Albert Einstein Hospital in April 
and will serve as moderator for the Society for 
Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy at 
Purdue University next November.
Diehl, Dr. George K., chairman, fine arts, has 
been appointed staff musicologist for the 
“ Music Then and Now” series, at the Free 
Library of Philadelphia. He was speaker and 
moderator at the series’ second concert on 
March 23. Dr. Diehl was the narrator in Howard 
Hanson’s “New Land, New Convenant” at the 
opening concert in the Cathedral of St. Peter 
and Paul of the National Convention of Pas­
toral Musicians in April. In addition he has been 
reappointed as program annotator for the con­
certs of the Philadelphia Orchestra at Robin 
Hood Dell for the summer of 1980.
Ellis, Brother Patrick, F.S.C., Ph.D., president 
and professor, English, has been named to the 
Greater Philadelphia Partnership’s Transpor­
tation Task Force and has testified on this topic 
before committees of the Pennsylvania House 
and Senate. He has addressed Fathers’ groups 
at West Catholic and Ryan High Schools and 
the annual Honors Assembly at Pius X High 
School in Pottstown. Brother President was 
also chairman of the Brotherhood week lunch­
eon of the (Philadelphia) National Conference 
of Christians and Jews and addressed the 
Women’s Auxiliary of the Medical College of 
Pa. on “Catholics in Higher Education.”
Hennessy, Dr. Arthur L., associate professor, 
history, delivered a paper, “Our 20th Century 
State Department: No Catholics Need Apply,” 
at Marquette University, for the American 
Catholic Historical Association.
Hoersch, Dr. Alice L., assistant professor, geo­
logy, was technical services coordinator fo r the 
1980 Northeastern Sectional Meeting of the 
Geological Society of America, held here in 
Philadelphia in March.
Hornum, Finn, chairperson, sociology, chaired 
a session on “Corrections: Reform and Re­
habilitation,” at the Annual Meeting of the 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, in 
Oklahoma City in March.
Joglekar, Dr. Prafulla, chairperson, manage­
ment, will be presenting two papers at the 
ORSA/TIMS conference in Washington, D.C., 
on May 7,1980. One is titled, “An Evaluation of 
Federal Policies Towards Joint Ventures for 
Risky Research and Development,” and the 
other is “Cost-Benefit Studies of Health Care 
Programs: Choosing Methods for Desired Re­
sults.” Under the directorship of Dr. Joglekar, 
the Applied Research Center has obtained 
three research/consulting projects this year. 
Dr. Joglekar is personally conducting one with 
the Exide Battery Division of ESB, Inc., in­
volving a review of their inventory control 
formulas and procedures.
Kelly, Geffrey B., S.T. D., associate professor, 
religion, presented the paper, “ Freedom and 
D iscipline: The rhythms of Bonhoeffer’s 
Christocentric Spirituality,” at the Third 
International Bonhoeffer conference, Oxford, 
England, held in late March and early April. He 
also gave the Episcopal Diocese of Pa. Lenten 
Lecture Series on “Jesus the Man and the 
Message” during three Sundays in March. 
Earlier in the year he was special guest lecturer 
to the Cluster of theological schools in Chi­
cago, sponsored by North Park Theological 
Seminary. His lectures there, which will be 
available in a commercial tape, were entitled, 
“ Divine Media and the Christian Message. 
Toward a Multi-Contextual Understanding of 
Revelation in Contemporary Theology,” and 
“ Revelation in Christ and the Costly Grace of 
Discipleship in the Life and Writings of Diet­
rich Bonhoeffer.” At the annual convention of 
the American Academy of Religion, held in 
New York in November, Dr. Kelly was respon­
dent to the paper of Prof. James Burtness of 
L u th e r T h e o lo g ica l Sem inar, “ B arth , 
Bonhoeffer, and the Finitum Capax Infiniti."
Kerlin, Dr. Michael J., professor, philosophy, 
made a panel presentation on “ Responses to 
Mortality” at Temple University in March and 
participated in a Chautaugua Seminar on 
“ Radical Critiques of Economics” at the 
University of Maryland.
Langenberg, Dr. Pat, assistant professor, 
mathematical sciences, gave a colloquim talk 
at the Temple University Statistics department 
in November entitled, “An Approximation to 
the Optimal Multistage Design for Clinical 
Trials in the Colton Model.”
Millard, Dr. Barbara C., associate professor, 
English, was a respondent in the seminar on 
“Shakespeare’s Sense of the Ending: Recon­
siderations of the Conclusions of the Trage­
dies,” held at the National Conference of the 
Shakespeare Association of America, held in 
Boston in April.
Molyneaux, Brother Gerard, F.S.C., Ph.D.,
assistant professor, English, and coordinator 
of communication arts, presented a paper with 
Kevin Corcoran ’80, a psychology major, on, 
“The Psycho-Social Development of Charles 
Foster Kane in Orson Welles’ Citizen Kane,” at 
the Convention of the Society for Cinema 
Studies at Syracuse University in March.
Perfecky, Dr. George A., associate professor, 
foreign languages, delivered a paper entitled, 
“ Russification and Literary Attempts to Avoid it 
in Soviet Ukraine,” at the Philadelphia Branch 
of the Ukrainian Catholic University of Pope St. 
Clement in Rome.
Schofield, Dr. Mary Anne, assistant professor, 
English, has read a paper, “The Awakening of 
the 18th Century Heroine: Eliza Haywood’s 
New Women,” at the annual College English 
Association Meeting in Dearborn, Michigan in 
April.
Schreiner, Dr. Frank J., associate professor, 
psychology and director, counseling center, 
chaired a panel discussion at the April 18 
meeting of the Pennsylvania Association of 
Counseling Center Services at Bucknell Uni­
versity. The topic was, “ Innovative Practices in 
Counseling Centers.” Dr. Schreiner also 
appeared as a guest on the Morning in 
Philadelphia T.V. show on March 28. He was 
interviewed regarding dropping out of college 
and its effects on students and parents.
Seltzer, Dr. Joseph, assistant professor, 
management, presented “An Experimental 
Test of a ‘Catastrophe Theory’ Explanation of 
the Process of Resistance to Change” at the 
Academy of Management Annual Meeting. He 
also presented “ Creating Organic and 
Mechanistic Organizations in the Classroom” 
at the Eastern Academy of Management 
Annual Meeting and “ Patterns of Work and 
Leisure” as part of La Salle’s Concert and 
Lecture Series. Under the auspices of the 
Applied Research Center, Dr. Seltzer also gave 
several First and Second Level Supervisory 
Training Programs for SEPTA.
Seydow, Dr. John J., associate professor, Eng­
lish, read his paper, “ Updike’s ‘A&P’ and 
Rabbit, Run: Two Versions of the American 
Nightmare,” at the American Dream section of 
the Northeast Modern Language Association 
annual convention.
Simon, Barbara Levy, instructor, sociology, 
presented her paper entitled, “ Rape-View from 
Center and Periphery” as part of a panel on 
Women and Social Change a t the Pennsylvania 
Sociological Society annual meeting. At the 
Lincoln University conference on Human Ser­
vices in the 80’s she presented a paper on 
“ Women and H ealth  Care: A R adica l 
Perspective.”
Vogel, Dr. Robert M., instructor, education, has 
been asked to serve as an educational con­
sultant for the Institute of Outdoor Awareness,
Swarthmore, Pa. The Institute is conducting 
research fo r  the National Institute for Drug and 
Alcohol Abuse. The purpose of this project is to 
develop outdoor therapy alternatives for drug 
and alcohol treatment program.
Recent Publications
Buch, Dr. Joshua, associate professor, finance, 
has published “A Lesson to the U.S. Citrus 
Exporter: The Israeli 1978-79 Export Season,” 
in Citrus Industry, March 1980.
Fallon, Dr. Robert T., professor, English, has 
published the following articles: “Miltonic Do­
cuments in the Public Record Office, London,” 
in Studies in Bibliography, Vol. 32, ed. Fredson 
Bowers (Charlottesville: Univ. of Virginia 
Press, 1979), pp. 82-100. “ Filling the Gaps: New 
Perspectives on Mr. Secretary Milton,” in 
Milton Studies Vol. XII, ed. James D. Simmonds 
(Pittsburgh: Univ. Press, 1979), pp. 165-195; 
and “ Milton’s ‘defenseless doors’: The Limits of 
Irony,” in Milton Quarterly, 13 (December, 
1979), pp; 146-151.
Kelly, Geffrey B., S.T.D., associate professor, 
religion, has had his article, “ Rechtfertigung in 
der ‘Nachfolge’—eine Klarstellung,” published 
as a chapter in Wie eine Flaschenpost 
Oekumenische Briefe and Beitrage fur 
Eberhard Bethge. In addition, an English trans­
lation of Dr. Kelly’s opening address at the 
special colloquium on process theology at the 
Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium, 
has been published as “The Nature of God in 
Process Theology. Basic Concepts and 
Christological Implications” by the Irish 
Theological Quarterly, 6, 1 (1979).
Kerlin, Dr. Michael J., professor, philosophy, 
has had his review of Peter Berger’s Facing Up 
to M odernity  published in The Thomist, 
October 1979. His essay, “ Fear and Theology” 
appeared in the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 
on January 30.
Langenberg, Dr. Pat, assistant professor, 
mathematical sciences, has had her article, 
“Null Distribution of the Hollander-Proschan 
Statistic for Decreasing Mean Residual Life­
time,” appeared in Biometrika, December, 
1979.
Meredith, Joseph, lecturer, English, and 
director verbal skills lab, will have two poems, 
“ Midnight, Walking the Wakefield Daughter,” 
and “The Cold” published in the summer issue 
of Kansas Quarterly.
Molyneaux, Brother Gerard, F.S.C., Ph.D.,
assistant professor, English and coordinator of 
communication arts, will have his article, 
“Charles Chaplin’s City Lights: A Polemical 
View of the Twenties,” appear in the first 
edition of Mise-en-Scene, a film  journal 
published by Case Western Reserve University.
Perfecky, Dr. George A., associate professor, 
foreign languages, has the following articles in 
print: Yar Slavutych, Zibrani Tvory 1938-1978 
(Edmonton, 1978) - a review - article in 
Nationalities Papers, Vol. VIII, No. 2,1980; “An 
English-Ukrainian Dictionary for the Western 
User: Past and Future” - an article in Eastern 
European Quarterly (Boulder, Colo.); and 
Danylo Husar Struk, Ukrainian for Under­
graduates, Toronto (The Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies), 1978 - a review in The 
Modern Language Journal, (Columbus, Ohio).
Pfeiffer, Dr. Mark G., associate professor, psy­
chology, has co-authored an Air Force Human 
Resources Labora tory Report en titled , 
“ C rite rion -R e fe renced  Testing: Review, 
Evaluation, and Extension.
SOLID ’80 Underway in Business School
SOLID ’80 (Students of La Salle Industry 
Day) is currently underway at La Salle. This 
School of Business Administration program, 
under the direction of Dr. Bernard B. Goldner, 
professor of management, is designed to 
match a student with a company relating to 
his/her field of study.
Its main purpose is to provide students with 
practical insights in to the business world while, 
at the same time, introducing the  student to  the
leaders of the area’s business community.
Participating firms include: Pennwalt Corp., 
PSFS, Ford Motor Co., Industrial Valley Bank, 
Scandinavian Airline Systems, E.F. Hutton, 
Arthur Andersen & Co., Philadelphia Stock 
Exchange, Philadelphia Electric, TV Guide, 
First Pennsylvania Bank, General Electric Co., 
Society for the Advancement of Management, 
and the American Management Association.
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Educational Milieu continued from page 1
call for humane, individualistic treatment of children became a rallying 
cry for those who put a premium on instant gratification: Why should 
children ever be compelled to do whatever they found unpleasant? 
Dewey had written that education is growth and that its purpose is more 
growth. Some of his followers saw this as a command to teachers to get 
out of the way of the child as he groped his way to maturity, to stand 
back as the mind and spirit of the child unfolded like a precious flower.
Dewey had urged the teacher to appeal to the child’s interests and 
needs in designing a curriculum. Some of his followers understood this 
to mean that education began and ended with the child’s immediate 
interests and needs.
In sum, Dewey’s ideas were used as instruments to attack tradition, 
authority, subject matter, and the validity of any experience other than 
that of the student. Misapplications of Dewey’s ideas finally provoked 
him to criticize his misinterpreters. In a book published in 1938, entitled 
Experience and Education, Dewey tried to set the record straight by 
rebuking those who thought that all experiences were equally edu­
cative, that following a student’s impulse was a substitute for educa­
tional purpose, that subject matter could be abandoned, that the past 
was irrelevant to the present and future, and that the teacher’s role was 
to avoid impinging on the spontaneous growth of the pupil. Dewey’s 
stinging critique of the confusion among his followers had little effect. 
Few professional educators noted his statement that “The ideal aim of 
education is creation of power of self-control,” or his observation that 
the lack of manners, of politeness and courtesy, at some progressive 
schools was “a failure in education, a failure to learn one of the most 
important lessons in life, that of mutual accommodation and adapta­
tion.” One reason he was ignored, I believe is that his prose is so dense 
and abstract at times as to render it unintelligible. Here is Dewey, for 
example, defending his concept of education as growth:
That a man may grow in efficiency as a burglar, as a 
gangster, or as a corrupt politician, cannot be doubted.
But from the standpoint of growth as education and 
education as growth, the question is whether growth in 
this direction promotes or retards growth in general. Does 
this form of growth create conditions for future growth, or 
does it set up conditions that shut off the person who has 
grown in this particular direction from the occasions, 
stimuli, and opportunities for continuing growth in new 
directions? What is the effect of growth in a special 
direction upon the attitudes and habits which alone open 
up avenues for development in other lines? I shall leave 
you to answer these questions, saying simply that when 
and only when development in a particular line conduces 
to continuing growth does it answer to the criterion of 
education as growing.
How much easier it was to quote the master’s slogans than to try to 
decipher his prose!
No matter how Dewey tried to explain what he really meant, bogus 
Deweyism had an appeal that could not be curtailed. Throughout the 
1930s and 1940s, school systems throughout the country, stimulated by 
schools of education and state departments of education, conducted 
self surveys to determine whether their curricula were in step with 
“ modern” education. Was curriculum too bookish? Was it meeting the 
needs of the pupils? Were the pupils given an opportunity to describe 
their needs? In the wake of such self studies, certain traditional studies 
were swept out of curricula, particularly ancient history and ancient 
languages, since they didn’t meet the needs of pupils; subject matter 
was replaced in many public and private schools by a core curriculum 
that merged two or more subjects into an integrated program. The 
superintendent of Shaker Heights, Ohio, proudly reported in the High 
School Journal in 1939 that the school district had asked 950 children in 
grades six, nine, and twelve what their needs were, and had obtained a 
response of 5,000 different needs; these were eventually reduced to 300 
needs that fitted into 19 categories, and these became the basis for a 
revision of the curriculum. This kind of process was used to remove
subject matter that was unrelated to pupils’ needs. The justification was 
to be found in a popular slogan of the times: “We teach children,” said 
the spokesmen for progressive education, “ not subjects.”
Given this background, it is not surprising that by the early 1950s, 
the United States Office of Education was actively promoting an 
educational hash called “Life Adjustment Education,” which was an 
anti-intellectual curriculum based on students’ immediate needs. Life 
Adjustment Education de-emphasized the acquisition of knowledge 
and cognitive skills and stressed instead how-to-courses, social atti­
tudes, and practical training to be family members, consumers, and 
citizens. Life Adjustment Education was showered with ridicule by 
critics in the middle 1950s, then eliminated after the launching of 
Sputnik. But the period in which “excellence” was in vogue proved to be 
short. By the middle 1960s, when the student revolts erupted, and when 
a new era of educational radicalism flowered, the old themes of 
“ relevance” and “ meeting the immediate needs of pupils” re-emerged. 
This time, to the firm foundation of educational relativism was added 
moral relativism. In the time of the Vietnam War, educators discovered 
that right and wrong were not easily distinguished. It is ironic that as 
educators became more uncertain in their judgments about moral 
standards, whether applied to world affairs, literature, or student 
behavior, students became more absolutist in their opinions about 
politics and society. If America was wrong in Vietnam, perhaps it was 
also wrong in other wars and in other international conflicts; if the 
American government lied to the public during the Vietnam War, may it 
always lied, maybe all history books were lies that someone concocted 
for political reasons. At every level, authority faltered and doubt spread.
When relativism runs strong, those who know what they want gain 
power. On campus, determined students confronted faculty members 
who were uncertain about their authority. In colleges and high schools, 
administrators bought peace by capitulating to student demands, 
eliminating course requirements and grades, easing standards of 
performance, and reducing their responsibility for student behavior. 
There were different codes of behavior at work, ranging from apathy to 
coercion. At most times, it was live-and-let-live, you-don’t bother-me- 
and-l-won’t-bother-you; in times of conflict between students and 
administration, or when a speaker for an unpopular cause appeared on 
campus, then the students shifted to a code of do-it-my-way-or-l’ll- 
close-down-the-school. Neither would have pleased John Dewey, who 
believed that the essence of the democratic life is a code of cooperation, 
accommodation, and adaptation, in which everyone’s interests are 
taken into account.
Values education courses are both a response to and a result of the 
educational and moral relativism that has been a part of American 
education for most of the past half century. At least one cause for such 
courses is the desire to combat an evident confusion in values and to 
contend with growing amoralism. That such courses themselves tend to 
teach moral relativism rather than values is hardly surprising in an 
educational milieu in which there is not a sense of priority among 
values.
In a recent article on the Op-Ed page of The New York Times, a 
teacher complained that he could no longer teach Shakespeare’s Julius 
Caesar, not only because his students had no idea how to analyze a 
challenging play, but because they didn’t seem to understand why 
Caesar’s assassination was wrong; they did not seem to share the basic 
Western liberal idea about the sanctity of each life. In another article 
that appeared a few years ago in The Chronicle of Higher Education, a 
college teacher complained that her students were oblivious to the 
moral issues in Billy Budd, entirely unmoved by the injustice of Billy 
Budd’s execution.
Perhaps stories such as these suggest something more ominous 
than a mere failure of liberal education, or perhaps they are only the 
age-old gripes about the younger generation. Yet it may be that some of 
our favorite educational ideas are to blame. Perhaps educational 
slackness and moral confusion are related. Unless we are able, against 
the odds, to begin again to teach the values of Western civilization, we 
will continue to be afflicted by a plague of charlatans and educational 
poseurs.
